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Declaration of Support from CASA for CLC and Professors Isidore Ndaywel,  

Thierry Nlandu Mayamba, Justin Okana, and their Colleagues 

 

 

We are members of the Central African Studies Association [CASA], a research organization 

that gathers researchers teaching at universities in the United States, Canada, France, Belgium, 

Great Britain, the Netherlands, DRC, Cameroon, etc. and studying Central African societies and 

cultures.  
 

We are dismayed to learn that our renowned colleagues, Professors Isidore Ndaywel, Thierry 

Nlandu Mayamba and Justin Okana, and other members of the Layman Coordination Committee 

(Comité Laïc de Coordination or CLC) are being persecuted for protesting and for reclaiming the 

holding of elections in Democratic Republic of Congo as stipulated by the December 13, 2016 

Global and Inclusive Political Agreement of the Inter-Diocesan Center of Kinshasa (known as 

the CENCO Agreement). 

 

Professeurs Isidore Ndaywel, Thierry Nlandu Mayamba and Justin Okana are eminent 

researchers whose publications/works have contributed enormously to the body of knowledge on 

the Congo. Alongside their colleagues—Léonnie Kandolo, Gertrude Ekombe, Brother Julien 

Lukengu, Francklin Mboliko, and Jonas Tshiombela—, and millions of other Congolese, they 

protest with bibles and palm branches in hand to demand observation of the CENCO Agreement 

and the holding of credible and transparent elections. 

 

The persecution of these eminent colleagues is unacceptable, and we denounce the issuance of an 

arrest warrant by the Attorney General of the Republic of the Gombe Tribunal against these sons 

and daughters of the Congo. We support their nonviolent political action, and we demand that 

the government ensure their right to protest and right to free speech, which rights are inscribed in 

the constitution of the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

 

We remain vigilant and will be closely following developments in DRC.  

 

This declaration is signed by numerous colleagues belonging to an array of 

organizations/academic institutions interested in Africa. 

 

Washington, DC, January 30, 2018. 

 

- Prof. Charles Tshimanga, CASA President, University of Nevada-Reno 

- Prof. Florence Bernault, CASA Vice-President, Sciences Politiques-Paris 

- Prof. Nikki Eggers, CASA Treasurer, The University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

- Prof. Didier Gondola, CASA, Chair of the History Department, Indiana University 

- Prof. Bogumil Jewsiewicki, Université Laval 

- Prof. Nancy Rose Hunt, CASA, University of Florida 

- Prof. Mary Nooter Roberts, University of California Los Angeles 

- Prof. Allen F. Roberts, University of California Los Angeles 

- Prof. Elisabeth Mudimbe Boyi, Stanford University 
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- Prof. Elikia Mbokolo, Université de Kinshasa 

- Prof. Gauthier de Villers, Université catholique de Louvain – Musée Royal de l'Afrique 

centrale 

- Prof. Pedro Monaville, CASA, New York University-Abu Dhabi 

- Prof. Catherine Coquery-Vidrovitch, Professeur Émerite, Université Paris Diderot 

- Prof. Odile Goerg, Université Paris Diderot, CESSMA (Centre d’étude en sciences sociales sur 

les mondes africains, américains et asiatiques)  

- Prof. Jean-Luc Martineau, Université Paris Diderot, CESSMA (Centre d’étude en sciences 

sociales sur les mondes africains, américains et asiatiques)  

- Prof. Faranirina Rajaonah, Université Paris Diderot, CESSMA (Centre d’étude en sciences 

sociales sur les mondes africains, américains et asiatiques)  

- Prof. Charlotte Walker-Said, CASA, John Jay College of Criminal Justice, City University of 

New York 

- Alisa LaGamma, PhD, CASA, Ceil and Michael E. Pulitzer Curator in Charge, Arts of Africa, 

Oceania, and the Americas, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York 

- Prof. Aliko Songolo, Department of French & Italian; Department of African Cultural Studies, 

University of Wisconsin, Madison 

- Prof. Michael G. Schatzberg, CASA, Department of Political Science, Department of African 

Cultural Studies, University of Wisconsin, Madison 

- Prof. Didier Nativel, Université Paris Diderot, CESSMA (Centre d’étude en sciences sociales 

sur les mondes africains, américains et asiatiques) 

- Phyllis Martin, CASA, Professor Emerita of History, Indiana University-Bloomington 

- Joshua Castillo, PhD Student – History, Boston University 

- Dr. Violette Pouillard, Post-doctoral assistant – History, Faculty of Arts and Philosophy, Ghent 

University (Belgium) 

- Chetima Melchisedeck, PhD, CASA, Postdoc, Ottawa University 

- Prof. David M Gordon, CASA, Department of History, Bowdoin College 

- Prof. Marissa J. Moorman, CASA, Indiana University-Bloomington 

- Prof. Jeremy Rich, CASA, Associate Director of History, Marywood University 

- Prof. Jean Muteba Rahier, CASA, Professor of Anthropology and African & African Diaspora 

Studies, Department of Global & Sociocultural Studies, Florida International University 

- Dr. Meike de Goede, CASA, Lecturer in African History and Anthropology, Chair MA African 

Studies, Visiting Scholar at the Hoover Institution, Stanford University 

- Prof. Klaas van Walraven, CASA, African Studies Centre/Centre d'études africaines, Leiden, 

The Netherlands  

- Jeroen Cuvelier, CASA, Postdoctoral Research Fellow-FWO Flanders, Conflict Research 

Group, Department of Conflict & Development Studies, University of Ghent (Belgium) 

- Prof. Linda Heywood, CASA, Department of History and African American Studies, Boston 

University 

- Prof. Jean-Michel Mabeko-Tali, CASA, History Department, Howard University 

- Prof. Yolanda Covington-Ward, CASA, Department of Africana Studies, University of 

Pittsburgh 

- Prof. John F. Clark, CASA, Department of Politics and International Relations, Green School 

of International and Public Affairs, Florida International University 

- Dr. Aurelia Segatti, Research Associate, African Centre for Migration and Society, University 

of the Witwatersrand 
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- Prof. Peter Bloom, Department of Film and Media Studies, University of California-Santa 

Barbara 

- Prof. John Thornton, Department of History and African American Studies, Boston University 

- Prof. Johan Lagae, Department of Architecture and Urban Planning, Faculty of Engineering 

and Architecture, Ghent University (Belgium) 

- Emmanuel K. Kayembe, Ph.D., CASA, Portland, Maine (USA) 

- Prof. Maria Grosz-Ngate, Indiana University-Bloomington 

- Dr. Benoît Henriet, CASA, Postdoctoral Fellow, African Studies Centre, University of 

Oxford (UK) 

- Dr. Peter Lambertz, Post-doc fellow, German Historical Institute Paris (IHAP) and Centre des 

recherches sur les politiques sociales, Dakar (CREPOS) 

- Prof. Matthew Swagler, Baruch College (CUNY)-Department of History, Columbia University 

- Prof. Pierre Halen, Université de Lorraine 

- Dr. Matthias De Groof, Collegium for Advanced Studies, Helsinki University 

- Paul Dirkx, Maître de conférences, Université de Lorraine 

- Prof. Pierre Fandio, Universite de Buea, Cameroun 

- Prof. Micheline Rice-Maximin, French & Francophone Studies, Swarthmore College 

- Apollinaire-Sam Simantoto Mafuta, PhD Student, Université de Strasbourg (France) 

- Semaane Djellal Eddine, Maitre-assistant A, Université Mohamed Lamine Dabaghine - Sétif 2, 

Algérie. 

- Prof. Jalel El Gharbi. Université de La Manouba - Tunisie 

- Dr. Paschal Kyiiripuo KYOORE, Professor of French, Director, African Studies Program 

Department of Modern Languages, Literatures, & Cultures, Gustavus Adolphus College 

(Minnesota) 

- Prof. Juvénal Ngorwanubusa, Président du Centre "Patrimoine Littéraire d'Afrique Centrale", 

Bujumbura, Université du Burundi 

- Prof. Serge Martin, Professeur de littérature contemporaine de langue française, Université 

Sorbonne Nouvelle-Paris 3 

- Saim Voussad, Maître de conférence à l'école normale supérieure de Bouzarea 

d'Alger (Algérie) 

- Prof. Fernando Lambert, professeur Émérite, Université Laval, Québec, Canada 

- Edgardo Dobry, Facultad de Filología, Universidad de Barcelona. 

- Erik Kennes, PhD, Collaborateur scientifique IDPM, Université d'Anvers, Belgique 

- Univ.-Prof. Dr. Ursula Mathis-Moser, Université d'Innsbruck, Autriche 

- Prof. Luís Kandjimbo,Instituto Superior Politécnico Metropolitano de Angola 

- Prof. Alain Goldschläger, Département des Etudes Françaises, Director: Holocaust 

Literature Research Institute, University of Western Ontario, Canada 

- Patrick Suter, Professeur extraordinaire de littérature française, Institut de langue et de 

littérature françaises, Université de Berne, Suisse 

- Claude Julien, Professeur honoraire, Université de Tours 

- Prof. Catherine Lee Porter, Department of Political Science and History, Hampton University 

- Prof. Nyunda ya Rubango, Creighton University, Omaha, Nebraska (USA) 

- Brigitte Azema-Peyret, Avocate honoraire au barreau de Bordeaux; Membre de l'Institut des 

Droits de l'Homme du Barreau de Bordeaux (IDHBB), de l'Institut des Droits de l'Homme des 

Avocats européens (IDHAE) et d'Amnesty International France 

https://ihacrepos.hypotheses.org/420
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- Prof. Mineke Schipper, Professeur de littérature comparée interculturelle, Université de Leiden, 

Pays Bas 

- Lilyan kesteloot, Professeur de lettres africaines (Dakar) 

- Prof. Rosario Giordano, Département. de Sciences Humaines, Università della Calabria, 

Campus d’Arcavacata - Rende (CS), Italie 

- Joseph Tonda, Professeur de Sociologie à l’Université Omar Bongo (Libreville), Professeur 

visiteur à l’École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales (EHESS), Paris, France 

- Prof. Nicolas Soler, Dynamique des génomes et adaptation microbienne (DynAMic), UMR 

INRA 1128 Université de Lorraine 

- Professeur Claire Badiou-Monferran, département "Lettres et Arts", UFR ALL-Nancy, 

Université de Lorraine 

- Sylvie Bodineau, Doctorante, Université Laval, Quebec, Canada 

- Aurélie Journo, Maîtresse de conférences en littératures anglophones, Université Paris 13-

Villetaneuse  

- Nacira Guénif, Professeure, Université Paris 8, France 

- Rada Iveković, Collège international de philosophie, Paris (France) 

- Christiane Vollaire, Philosophe, Membre du Programme Non-lieux de l’exil (EHESS-Inalco), 

Membre de la rédaction des revues Chimères et Pratiques (France) 

- Vicente E. Montes Nogales, Univesidad de Oviedo 

- Xavier Garnier, Professeur de littérature, Université de la Sorbonne Nouvelle 

- S. Marysse (prof.dr.em), Institute for Development Policy and Management, University of 

Antwerp, Belgium 

- Nicolas Maretin-Granel, Chercheur associé à l'ITEM-CNRS, Équipe "Manuscrits 

francophones"; http://www.item.ens.fr/groupe-sony-labou-tansi/ 

- Maëline Le Lay, Chargée de recherche CNRS / CNRS Research fellow, Bordeaux 

- Michel Naumann, Professeur émérite, Université Cergy-Seine, France 

- Prof. Luís Kandjimbu, Associado do Instituto Superior Politécnico Metropolitano de Angola e 

colaborador dos Cursos de Pós-graduação da Faculdade de Ciências Sociais da Universidade 

Agostinho Neto  

- Vassiliki Lalagianni, Université du Peloponnese, Grèce 

- Carlo Carbone, Università della Calabria  

- Sonia Lee, Professeure Emérite, Trinity College, Hartford, Connecticut 

- Professeur André Guichaoua, IEDES, Université Paris 1-Panthéon-Sorbonne 

- Issiaka Mandé, Université du Québec à Montréal, Canada 

- Dr. Yacouba Banhoro, Département d’histoire et archéologie, Université Ouaga 1-Professeur 

Joseph Ki-Zerbo, Ouagadougou  

- Νοëlle Burgi, Chercheure CNRS, Centre européen de sociologie et de science politique 

(CESSP) - Université Paris I -Sorbonne 

- Dr Martial Halpougdou, Directeur de l'Information Scientifique et Technique, Centre National 

de la Recherche Scientifique et Technologique, Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso 

- Carla Figueiras Catoira, Doctorante, Professeure à l’Université de Santiago de Compostela, 

Espagne 

- Bernard Mouralis, Professeur Émérite, Université de Cergy-Pontoise 

- Prof. Biringanine Ndagano, Université de Guyane française 

- Alice Desquilbet, Doctorante sous contrat à Paris III Sorbonne Nouvelle, Laboratoire 

Thalim/CNRS (France) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Libreville
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%89cole_des_Hautes_%C3%89tudes_en_Sciences_Sociales_(EHESS)&action=edit&redlink=1
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- Frank Nduu Nawej, Société des écrivains et critiques du Grand Katanga "Seck" à Lubumbashi 

- Pambo-Louéya Constant Félix, Université Omar Bongo (UOB), Gabon 

- Vokeng Ngnintedem Guilioh Merlain, Université de Maroua/Ecole Normale Supérieure, 

Cameroun 

- Eugenio Giorgianni, 3rd year PhD Student at the Music Department of Royal Holloway, 

University of London 

- Simon Labrunie, Maître de conférences (HDR), Mathématiques, Université de Lorraine, France 

- Cécile Bertrand-Dagenbach, Professeur de langue et littérature latines, Directrice de l'École 

Doctorale Stanislas (Langages, Temps, Sociétés), EA 1132 : Histoire et Cultures de l'Antiquité et 

du Moyen Âge, Université de Lorraine 

- Dr. Raphael Kueny, (Cetelor-Université de Lorraine, France)  

- Riffard Claire, Ingénieure de recherche, ITEM (CNRS-ENS), France 

- Liana Nissim, Università degli Studi di Milano, Italie 

- Eloise A. Brière, Professor Emerita, French and Francophone Studies, University at Albany 

(SUNY) 

- Prof. Christina Mobley, CASA, Corcoran Department of History, Mellon Humanities Fellow, 

IHGC, University of Virginia 

- Prof. Bob White, CASA, Directeur du Laboratoire de recherche en relations interculturelles 

(LABRRI), Département d’Anthropologie, Université de Montréal, Canada  

- Prof. Kasongo M. Kapanga, French & Francophone Studies, University of Richmond, Virginia 

- Prof. Jean-Pierre Chrétien, CNRS, Institut des Mondes africains, Paris; LAM, Bordeaux, 

France 

- Christelle Dormoy-Rajramanan, Doctorante en Science Politique de Paris Nanterre, membre du 

CRESPPA-CSU, France 

- Samir REBIAI, Chercheur au Centre national de recherche en anthropologie sociale et 

culturelle, CRASC d’Oran, Division  de recherche: Villes & Territoires, Algérie 

- Charlotte Thomas, postodoctorante au CERI, France 

- Pierre Kangu, Membre du Sénat de la République Démocratique du Congo, Chambre Haute du 

Parlement 

- Dr. Vincent Foucher, Chargé de recherche CNRS, Laboratoire Les Afriques dans le Monde, 

Sciences Po Bordeaux 

- Michel Cahen, Directeur de recherche CNRS, Sciences Po Bordeaux, France 

- Dr. Cindy Morillas, post-doc fellow, Centre for social change, University of Johannesburg 

(South Africa) and chercheure associée, Les Afriques dans le Monde (LAM), Sciences Po 

Bordeaux (France) 

- Prof. Daniel Mengara, Department of Modern Languages and Literatures, Montclair State 

University  

- Prof. Rachel Jean-Baptiste, Dept. of History, Faculty Director, University of California 

Education Abroad Program Study Center in France (Bordeaux, Lyon, Paris) 

- Arlette Kifungwasi Kufwanda, Doctorante à l'université de Lorraine (France) et Ku-Leuven 

(Belgique) 

- Patricia Lamarche, Ethnologue, Université Aix-Marseille 

 


